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Preamble 

The reviewers congratulate both the Freshwater and Adaptation teams for their 

tremendous achievements in cutting edge policy research in the global environmental 

studies.  The reviewers also endorse the readjustment of the research sub-groups in 

IGES, and noted that Freshwater and Adaptation are quite wisely brought under the 

Natural Resource Management group. This report outlines each sub-group’s activities 

under five categories: strengths, challenges, suggestions, methodology, products, 

publication, and outreach. A the end, a few general recommendations are provided, 

which may be helpful to enhance the quality of research and its implementation in a 

broader range.           

 

1. Freshwater 

(1) Strengths 

 Surface and Groundwater quality data and case studies 

 WEPA data base on policies and legislature 

 Possibility to do policy research with this information and networks 

(2) Challenges 

 Collection, quality control, verification of water quality data 

 Linking with other existing policy frameworks 

 Developing key messages, incorporating emerging issues  

(3) Suggestions 

 Increase visibility 

 Select a few key target frameworks 

‐ What are the key elements that should be in a national water quality 

framework? 

‐ How can water quality improvement assist in meeting water quantity 

needs? 

‐ What are the trends in surface and ground water quality issues? 

(4) Methodology 

 Developing the basic framework in three parts: 

‐ Assessment: Groundwater scenario/ Specific template 

‐ Planning: Identifying the key short, medium and long-term actions / 

Minimum standard actions 

‐ Implementation: Initiate certain implementable actions  

(5) Products and publication 



 Unique products 

 Focus and develop financial instrument for groundwater (balanced approach of 

tax and incentive) 

 Publications: Outlook, Template, two page notes on case study cities 

(6) Outreach 

 Working closely with local government networks like CITYNET, UCLG etc. 

 Linking the local government work to the national governments through WEPA 

 Groundwater Community 

 

2. Adaptation 

(1) Strengths 

 Early focus, recognition and networks 

(2) Challenges 

 Complexity and diversity 

 Conducting targeted research to contribute to knowledge generation 

(3) Suggestions 

 Focus on key policy research question 

‐ Adaptation metrics 

 Assess policy relevance 

‐ Verify use of metrics through proposed projects, partner research and 

applications 

‐ Peer review, (expert consultations) to use feedback from field applications 

 Target to be the institute that advice on assessing adaptation  

proposals/programme in the Asia Pacific region 

 Identity: Locating strategically in adaptation jungle 

(4) Methodology and product 

 Process oriented with product focus, process and uniqueness of adaptation 

matrix (single product), which is tested and used  

(5) Outreach 

 From traditional adaptation group to disaster risk reduction groups 

 

3. General/IGES-wide 

(1) Strengths, challenges, and suggestions 

 Excellent output compared to personnel engaged in the projects. 

 Clarify and streamline strategy to reach target audience of Policy Research 

Output IGES is producing 



‐ Local Government 

‐ National Government 

‐ International Governance 

 Strong international outreach. How about local and national outreach? 

(2) Methodology/approach and products 

 Build focused research frameworks where individual studies could fit easily 

 Be focused, long-term commitment in specific country / city for case studies, 

and generalize the results 

‐ Freshwater and Adaptation: opposite approach/ case studies versus 

methodology development  

 Flagship products (tool, report, training programs) 

(3) Outreach/partnership and impacts 

 Enhancement of outreach to and partnership with regional political bodies such 

as ASEAN, SAARC, local government networks  

 Research results versus its usage: have a clear target audience/stakeholder 

(4) Funding 

 Opportunities: Japan ASEAN fund, Japan SAARC Fund 

(5) PMO’s role 

 Make linkages among research groups in IGES, make it explicit 

(6) Way forward 

 Framework for sustainable use of products 

‐ Dialogue with audience 

‐ Maintenance update (data bases) 

 Methodology for linking output policy frameworks to case studies and field 

applications. 

 Where can IGES be most effective? 

‐ Look at emerging policy research needs 

‐ Engage and bring together other relevant stake holders, (researchers, 

policy makers and practitioners) 


